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ODCCW Mission Statement 

To promote among our Catholic women a greater devotion to Christ and the Church, 
as we share the Blessed Mother's role of bringing others to Christ 

through spirituality, leadership, and service.

O C T O B E R  2 0 2 4  N E W S L E T T E R

Orange Diocese Council of Catholic Women (ODCCW)

Christ Cathedral - Pastoral Center
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https://www.ocdccw.org

Let us not grow tired of doing good, 
for in due time we shall reap our harvest, if we do not give up.

Galations 6:9



President’s Message &
September General Gathering Recap

Inez Moss
ODCCW President
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Welcome to another year with ODCCW! We have a lot of new faces on our team. Please check
out our website to see who joined our team. ODCCW is so excited to show and share with you
our commitment to Faith and Family this year.

The September General Gathering was held at St. Mary’s by the Sea in Huntington Beach. We
had a terrific turnout! So many familiar faces and a lot of new faces also. Our speaker was our
very own Father Chris Heath who spoke on Saints – Raising up Holy Women and the Eucharistic
Life: American Females Servants of God. We also had four presentations on Female Servants of
God. 

 - Carol Palmer presented on Michelle Duppong
 - Gail Lefebvre presented on Cora Evans 
 - Pat Martin presented on Sister Ida Peterfy
 - Wendy MacNey presented on Dorothy Day

Great job Father Chris and great job ladies! It was an inspirational presentation that we can all
strive to be a servant of God. God Bless and let’s have a great year. 



President-Elect Report
Carol Palmer

President-Elect

Transitions & Prayer
Janine Meckler
Past President

First Vice President Report
Pat Martin

1st Vice-President, Spirituality

I have been hard at work to find host parishes for the 2024-25 year and we have all months
covered for the year! Please consider hosting one of our meetings for the 2025-26 year at your
parish. The board is happy to assist and cover expenses. Feel free to contact me by email at
odccw1@gmail.com or call or text me at 714-616-4709 for more details. 
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Life is filled with a multitude of transitions. Each transition can come with a redefinition of a
person’s purpose. A lasting purpose can be prayer and praying not only for ourselves but for
others. We can always be useful by dedicating ourselves to prayer. God is always there and
waits for our communication with him. Prayers are needed daily and often. Included in those
prayers are prayers of gratitude. I thank God for the women of ODCCW. Let us individually and
collectively pray for our world and our nation. Pray, Pray, Pray. 

November 19 Santiago de Compostela
January 21 Santa Clara de Asis
February 18  Heart of Jesus Ret. Center

March 18 St. Kilian
April St. Columban
May 20 St. John Neumann 

We had a wonderful meeting at St. Mary's by the Sea on Tuesday, September 17. Fr. Chris Heath
gave a very informative talk on the Canonization process and four presentations of Servants of
God were given by four members of the board. 

We have a new calendar for praying for our priests (see calendar in this issue of Fragments). We
will be saying the Rosary after Mass at the host parishes that have an 8:00 Mass. 

May you all have a very blessed month! 



Province Report
Carol Palmer

Province Director

I had the privilege of attending and participating in the NCCW Convention in Oklahoma City,
Oklahoma, August 12-18, 2024. Of course, the convention was filled with the usual business -
board meetings, committee and commission reports, as well as the adoption of four new
resolutions: 

To increase awareness surrounding mental health illness and challenges, advocating for help
and effective legislation, and the call to prayer for those who suffer from mental health
illnesses. 

1.

To support, encourage and pray for priests. 2.
To work in alignment with the goals of the World Union of Catholic Women's Organisations
(WUCWO). 

3.

To promote unity in our country during elections and beyond by praying for the safety of all
our citizens and for a peaceful election process. 

4.

We were blessed to participate in engaging liturgies, adoration, group rosaries, hear amazing
speakers and participate in activities that lifted us up, energized us and brought us together as
we made plans for the coming year. Save the date for the National Council of Catholic Women's
105th Annual Convention August 19- 24, 2025 in Orlando, Florida. 

Our province will be hosting monthly meetings at Christ Cathedral (see ad for info on our
October meeting). All meetings will be held 6:30-8:30pm in the Pastoral Center. Please consider
joining us and be sure to pass the information on to others that you know who might be
interested in attending. The dates are: 

Wednesday, October 16 
Wednesday, November 2 

Monday, December 16 
Monday, January 27
Monday, February 17 

Monday, March 17
Monday, April 21
Monday, May 19 
Monday, June 16
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ProLife vs. Abortion
Dr. Ida Pennella, PhD - Emeritus Advisor

Legislative Advocacy - Abortion

Institutions, social and political, have the fundamental
duty to protect and promote the dignity of every human
being, offering women, the bearers of life, the necessary
conditions to be able to accept the gift of life and
ensure a dignified existence for their children,” Pope
Francis said on March 10, 2024.
– Catholic News Agency

The NCCW Legislative Advocacy Committee
stated, “The Call to Political Responsibility –
Action in the Public Square with the national
elections coming in November, the United
States. Conference of Catholic Bishops have
stated in their document: Faithful Citizenship, A
Call to Political Responsibility, 2003: For
Catholics, a special table – the altar of
sacrifice, where we celebrate the Eucharist – is
where we find the direction and strength to
take what we believe into the public square,
using our voices and votes to defend life,
advance justice, pursue peace and find a place
at the table for all God’s children.”

“In the Catechism of the Catholic Church (nos. 1913-1915), it is noted that it is necessary to
promote the common good by participating and that every citizen should take an active
part in public life.” The NCCW “has long advocated for the repeal of abortion laws.” – Sheila
Hopkins, NCCW Legislative Advocacy Chair. 

“Legalized abortion is having a destructive effect on our society; few other actions legalized
by our public policy as profoundly undermine our values as a people or upset the moral
compass by which we live. The Church has always condemned abortion. In the Didache (The
Teaching of the Apostles), 2, 2, written toward the end of the first century and revered as
an honored guide for Christian life, we read, “You shall not kill the embryo by abortion.” This
teaching has never changed and it will not change.” You can read more from the United
States Catholic Catechism for Adults, order your own copy, or read questions about it at the
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops website.

http://usccb.org/
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“The Catholic Church's official teachings on abortion are that all forms of abortion procedures
that destroy a zygote, blastocyst, embryo, or fetus are wrong. The Catholic Church believes that
human life must be protected and respected from the moment of conception, and that every
human being has the right to life from the moment they exist. The Catechism of the Catholic
Church says that since the 1st century the Church has affirmed that every procured abortion is a
moral evil; the Catechism states that this position "has not changed and remains
unchangeable", read more at https://wikipedia.org.

https://wikipedia.org/
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Life at Every Stage
Dr. Ida Pennella, PhD - Emeritus Advisor
Legislative Advocacy - Human Dignity

Elderly people fill my life. They are all around me. My card groups are elderly. My church and
political clubs are filled with elderly ladies. They are the lucky ones, able to live a robust life.
Really? Not so. Each one has a story to tell, an illness to share, pains that don’t heal, hearing
problems and the list goes on. The constant in their lives are loving families and friends who
care.  

My nursing home visits are usually for family or close friends while they are recovering from
surgery or are facing death. While I’m there, I notice so many elderly patients alone in their room
or sitting in their wheelchairs in the hallway. I remember stopping by a woman’s room and asked
her if she wanted to PRAY with me, and she said, “No dear, I’m to old to PLAY.” It put a smile on
my face.

October is Respect Life month, and the US Bishops designate October 7 as Respect Life Sunday.
The focus is on proclaiming and witnessing the sanctity of life from conception to natural death.
What will you do to Respect Life this month? Here are ideas from “10 Ways to Respect Life.”

1. Visit your local pregnancy resource center and give a donation.
2. Visit a nursing home and say hello.
3. Find the person that sits by himself/herself at lunch and eat with him/her.
4. Offer to babysit for a struggling mom for free.
5. Write a spontaneous letter to your grandparents.
6. Take a moment to affirm, compliment, and thank the next pregnant woman you see.
7. Share some life affirming articles on your Facebook every week for this month.
8. Pray an extra rosary for a vulnerable life.
9. Do a random act of kindness for a stranger.
10. Treat yourself!! You are a valuable life, too!

Sources:
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/a/albertcamu107639.html#2feU5egSHgJajrqk
.99

1.

http://www.archny.org/pastoral/family-life-respect-life/respect-life-month/2.
http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/us-bishops-urge-catholic-participation-in-
respect- life-month/

3.

http://www.focus.org/blog/posts/10-ways-to-respect-life.html4.

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/a/albertcamu107639.html#2feU5egSHgJajrqk.99
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/a/albertcamu107639.html#2feU5egSHgJajrqk.99
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/a/albertcamu107639.html#2feU5egSHgJajrqk.99
http://www.archny.org/pastoral/family-life-respect-life/respect-life-month/
http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/us-bishops-urge-catholic-participation-in-respect-%2520life-month/
http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/us-bishops-urge-catholic-participation-in-respect-%2520life-month/
http://www.focus.org/blog/posts/10-ways-to-respect-life.html
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