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ODCCW Mission Statement 

To promote among our Catholic women a greater devotion to Christ and the Church, 
as we share the Blessed Mother's role of bringing others to Christ 

through spirituality, leadership, and service.
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“Take my yoke upon you, says the Lord,
and learn from me,

for I am meek and humble of heart; and
you will find rest for yourselves.

For my yoke is easy, and my burden
light.”

Matthew 11:29-30
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Happy 50th Anniversary to our incredible organization! This milestone is a testament to the
hard work, dedication and shared vision of the women in the diocese of Orange. For nearly
50 years we have worked diligently to promote among the Catholic Women in our diocese a
greater devotion to Christ and the Church, sharing the Blessed Mother's role of bringing
others to Christ through Spirituality, Leadership and Service. 

The first thing we did 50 years ago was pray! We prayed for our new Bishop, new Diocese
and new Women's Council. These prayers began as soon as we heard that a new diocese
was being established. 

Our first call to service was from our new bishop, Bishop William Johnson. He asked us to
host his reception for the laity on June 20, 1976. Our council ladies found a suitable location,
the Sisters of St. Joseph convent lobby, and supplied sandwiches and cookies for
approximately 2,500 people! First Council President, Diane Abati, stood with Bishop Johnson
shaking hands with visitors for four hours. Bishop Johnson encouraged and supported our
council until his death in 1986. 

Over the years, our council has been busy building women up through our general meetings,
conferences and retreats; supporting our community through service to life centers and food
centers; participation in legislative advocacy; working against human trafficking, and much
more. 

As part of our year long celebration of our council this year, we will share a photo slide
show focusing on a different decade at each of our monthly meetings. We also hope to
have a few surprise 'special guests' at some of our meetings and some other surprises along
the way. Come and celebrate with us. You won't want to miss this! 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY COUNCIL SISTERS! 
Carol Palmer, President Elect
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Jacqueline "Jackie" Dolores Brandon died peacefully in her sleep
at the age of 88 in Portland, Oregon. Jackie moved to Portland in
January 2024 when she realized the need to downsize from her
house in Yorba Linda, CA where she had lived for over 40 years. 
Her commitment to her faith was undying and it was exemplified
in how she showed up every single day. When Jackie moved to
Yorba Linda with her husband Eddie, she quickly embraced the
parish at St. Martin de Porres Church, engaging in everything
from serving as a Eucharistic minister, inaugurating the Senior
Citizens group, working at the annual Octoberfest, and
participating in WINGS among many other activities. She
volunteered her time to the Catholic community far beyond her 

JACQUELINE DOLORES BRANDON
August 10, 1936 - July 23, 2025 

church, including serving on boards for the Orange County Diocesen Council of Catholic
Women, twice as ODCCW President, and the National Council of Catholic Women, twice as
Province Director. 

Jackie's faith extended far beyond her church activities. She was called to nurture and support
everyone around her in any way that she could. She was a welcomed and guiding light for
everyone she touched whether it was as a daughter, sister, wife, mother, grandmother, great-
grandmother, aunt, friend, neighbor, fellow parishioner, or myriad volunteer roles (both in and
out of the church). She was fiercely loyal to all of her loved ones and fostered many, many
lifelong friendships around the world and over the course of her life. 

Her bright and shining eyes were irresistible, her easy smile was both beautiful and infectious,
and her strong, yet humble presence could lift any room the moment she entered. Her
accomplishments are far too many to name. But here a few things we can never forget: the
award winning costumes she made for her children and grandchildren; her heirloom quality
Christmas tree skirts; her festive widow's holiday party; her special recipes, including apricot
chicken, hot seafood dip, shrimp and corn chowder, and the holiday chantilly cream; the
countless cards we all received for birthday, special occasions, and holidays; her extraordinary
collection of angels; and her perpetual holiday tree. Jackie leaves a huge gap in the lives of
many and we are all better people for having been a part of her life. 

 If you wish, you may send gifts in memory of Jackie to the National Council of Catholic Women,
an organization that exemplifies the life she lived. To donate, email nccw01@nccw.org or call
703-224-0990. Be sure to mention that your donation is in honor of Jacqueline D. Brandon. 
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I can give you the facts of her death. I can tell you when
and where and how she died. I can share her obituary
which details a life well lived; full of family and friends,
hard work and hard play... and boy did she know how to
play! But how can I say goodbye? Did she know what
she meant to me? How much joy she brought to my life?
We sort of adopted each other after my mom died and
her daughter moved to Vietnam. I like to think it was
because we needed each other but really, it was that
needed her. And she knew it. She was like that. She just
knew what people needed and she found a way to help
them get it. She was my gentle encourager, harsh task
master, adopted mother and dear friend. I pray that she
knows how much I love her; how much I miss her and
that she somehow finds a way to send me what I need
now that she's gone. 

HOW DO I SAY GOOD BYE? 
Carol Palmer, President Elect
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Loving and Gentle God, 
  

As Catholic women, we come to you with hearts full of gratitude for your
love in our lives. We walk this path of faith guided and inspired by Mary,
Our Lady of Good Counsel. By her witness to your invitation to be the
mother of Your Son, Jesus, we recall the incarnation and how the light
illuminated the darkness.

As Catholic women, we desire to express our Yes- Our Fiat, to all that you
ask of us in life. We cherish this moment of prayer with you, guided by
Mary and ponder all things within our hearts.  

As Catholic women, we pause to reflect on the importance of women on
a journey-sharing stories. As we lift our prayers to you asking Mary to
intercede for us, we trust that you hear our prayers and are with us in all
that we live. 

Amen 

LOVING AND GENTLE GOD PRAYER
BETH MAHONEY- NCCW PRESIDENT
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“Hunger is real for 1 in 5 of your neighbors! Take action to do something about it.” 
Are you ‘hungry’ for God? September is “Hungry Action Month”. When we hunger for God, we
can serve Him by easing the human hunger of others.

How are you called to serve God? Feeding the hungry, one of the Corporal Works of Mercy as
seen in Matthew 25:31-46. It is a good way to get started serving God and His people. Does
your parish have a food program or food bank? If not, consider partnering with St. Vincent De
Paul, or Second Harvest. 

Here are some ways to feed the hungry, according to the website, http://feedoc.org, the
Second Harvest Food Bank of Orange County, Society of St. Vincent De Paul, is a member of
Feeding America, and stated that *September is hunger action month. Second Harvest provides
food to Catholic and non-Catholic centers on designated days and times. 

Perhaps you could organize an on-going program at your parish. Plan a food drive or establish a
distribution center at your church. One of the parishes that I occasionally attend for Mass,
Beatitudes of Our Lord, has such a program called, Good Sam’s Pantry. A basket is placed in the
foyer of the church with a list of preferred food for people to donate on a daily basis. Every
Thursday, for one hour, the poor of the community go to the hall where dedicated servers have
bagged the food for distribution. This parish program is not assisted by St. Vincent De Paul or
any other agency. 

Are you ready to make a difference and serve God through feeding the hungry? Make a
commitment during the month of September and do something. 

Sources:
National Catholic Register, Jubilee 2025 https://safoodbank.org/hunger-action-month-take-
action-2/ 

Dr. Ida Pennella, PhD | Emeritus Advisor, Legislative Advocacy 

http://feedoc.org/
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PRAY FOR PRIESTS CALENDAR


