
Fragments
ODCCW Mission Statement 

To promote among our Catholic women a greater devotion to Christ and the Church, 
as we share the Blessed Mother's role of bringing others to Christ 

through spirituality, leadership, and service.
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Orange Diocese Council of Catholic Women (ODCCW)

Christ Cathedral - Pastoral Center

13280 Chapman Avenue, Garden Grove, CA, 92840

https://www.ocdccw.org

“Let all
that you do

be done in love."
1 Corinthians 16:14
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FEBRUARY EVENTS
Carol Palmer

ODCCW President-Elect

Dear Sisters, 

Dedicated to the Holy Family, the month of February gives us the opportunity to go deeper into
relationship with Jesus, Mary and Joseph. They provide a model of marriage and family life for
us. Their example shows us how to put our faith in God with absolute trust and humble
obedience. 

We celebrate National Marriage Week February 7-14. I'd encourage you all to spend time in
Eucharistic adoration praying for all those dating, engaged or married. 

February 11 is the feast of Our Lady of Lourdes and the World Day of the Sick. Pope John Paul II
established the World Day of the Sick which is dedicated to praying for the sick and their
caregivers, highlighting the compassionate, healing nature of the Lourdes apparitions. 

Ash Wednesday is February 18. How will you prepare for Easter this year? One great way is to
join us for our annual retreat on February 17. See the flyer in this issue of Fragments for details. 

As we begin our Lenten journey, let us fix our eyes on the cross and our hearts on Him. Wishing
you a holy and fruitful Lent. 

Yours in Christ, 

Carol 



F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 6

JANUARY GENERAL GATHERING RECAP
Gail Lefebvre

ODCCW Recording Secretary

The January ODCCW General Meeting took place on Tuesday, January 20, 2026 at St. Elizabeth
Ann Seton Parish in Irvine at 10 am. Carol Palmer, ODCCW President-Elect, opened with
introductions and Opening Prayer, Salute to the Cross, and Salute to the Flag. Pat Martin,
ODCCW 1  Vice President of Spirituality, led us with a prayer. Carol Palmer introduced and
announced Nancy Castenholz as 2  Vice President of Service. Nancy spoke of the Box of Joy
project being very successful with 72 boxes having been sent around the world to
underprivileged children this past Christmas. 

st

nd

Kay Ehret spoke about attending our sponsored seminarian Francis Ang’s ordination for deacon
on December 6 and presented him afterwards with a check for $400 collected from our
ODCCW General Meetings. Kay also spoke of The Shroud Experience exhibit at the Christ
Cathedral. She invited those interested in attending to make reservations. The ODCCW
Executive Board will be attending the exhibit on March 3 if others wish to also attend with us on
that day. Carol Palmer did mention that there is another seminarian who is in need of a car
should anyone wish to donate theirs to him.
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Carol Palmer then introduced our guest speaker, Fr. Chris Heath. His talk was titled “What’s a
Nice Priest Like Me Doing in a Place Like Archives?” Fr. Chris has a most impressive resume: He
was ordained on October 1, 1988 and was a Law Enforcement Chaplain for 20 years; Chaplain
at Hoag Hospital in 2007; Knights of the Holy Sepulcher in 2011; Chaplain of pilgrimages in 2013;
Spiritual Advisor of ODCCW since 2023; and Director of Mission Office since October 1, 2025. 

On July 7, 2021, Fr. Chris became the Archivist of the Diocese of Orange after being previously
assigned at St. Hedwig parish. He gave a most informative talk about how he became the
Archivist following Fr. Bill Krekelberg’s retirement in 2015 as 1  Archivist. During this time, the role
of Archivist went unfilled from 2015 – 2021. Bishop Vann recognized the evident need for an
Archivist. Fr. Chris was the logical choice to fill that role as Bishop Vann wanted a priest with a
living memory of the beginning of the Orange Diocese. Additionally, Fr. Chris was the youngest
of the priests to choose from; thus, began his succeeding role as Archivist. Another interesting
note is Fr. Chris’ mother was a photographer for diocese activities and many of her photos are
now part of the archives.

st

A 50/50 raffle drawing then followed the presentation, with several winners. Lunch was served
afterward, and the Closing Prayer was read. 

On Tuesday, February 17, 2026, the Annual Retreat will take place at The Heart of Jesus Retreat
Center. It will begin at 9 am and will conclude after 3 pm (includes Mass starting at 2 pm). The
fee is $50 which includes continental breakfast and lunch.
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ODCCW ANNUAL RETREAT
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MARCH GENERAL GATHERING
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PRAY FOR PRIESTS CALENDAR

NCCW ROSARY CALL


